
8 9
[July 17, 2019, No. 29] [July 17, 2019, No. 29]

Directory of Tula organizations
 MYSLO.RU/ORGANIZATIONS

Catalog of Tula Companies 
MYSLO.RU/ORGANIZATIONS

SLOBODA SLOBODALIFE IN TULA AND ITS SURROUNDINGS LIFE IN TULA AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

Corporate social responsibility,  
or how Shchekinoazot makes people's lives better

Larisa Timofeeva  
Photos by Dmitriy Dzubin  
and Maks Ostankin

Modern leading entrepreneurs 
strive not only to make profit but 
also to help society in solving 
its problems. That is their own 
decision grounded in the desire 
to change people's lives for the 
better. In that vein, for many 
years Shchekinoazot has been 
implementing a large-scale 
program for a good cause in the 
region.

We have already covered 
the company's social 
projects more than once. 

Today we will tell about three other 
charitable acts that will definitely 
change and are already changing the 
life of Shchekino and Tula residents 
for the better.

The American industrialist Henry 
Ford wrote: "The highest use of 
capital is not to make more money, 
but to make money do more for the 
betterment of life". At Shchekinoazot, 
they hold the same belief. They 
are also convinced that "business 
should be useful to the society" as 
was said by another businessman 
and researcher, Dr. Haldor Topsøe, 
whose company has been partnering 
with Shchekinoazot both in business 
and humanitarian projects for many 
years.

Shchekinoazot's charity 
program has been running 
for nearly five years. The 
company's other project 

involves the reconstruction 
of the Crosses cemetery in 

Shchekino District.

One of the leading chemical 
companies in Russia has invested 
15 million rubles in repairing roads at 
the cemetery.

The district's residents addressed 
their request to put the roads in 
order to Boris Aleksandrovich Sokol, 
the President of Shchekinoazot. 
That request was inspired by 
the transformation of Kochaki 
cemetery that was made possible 
by Shchekinoazot in the space of a 
few years. Now everything looks tidy 
there: all roads are asphalted, garbage 
is neatly put in special containers 
and is regularly disposed of, and dry 
trees were cut down. Shchekinoazot 
took Kochaki cemetery under its 
patronage and regularly holds clean-
up events there.

"Five years 
ago we had the 
roads asphalted at 
Kochaki cemetery 
in Shchekino 
District. We 
put garbage 
containers there, 
regularly dispose 
of waste, organize 
clean-ups and cut down dry trees," 
said Dmitriy Kozhenkin, the Deputy 
General Director for Social Issues 
at Shchekinoazot. "The residents 
of Shchekino District liked the 
project, so we received lots of 
requests addressed to the President 
of Shchekinoazot company, Boris 

Sokol, asking to help in putting 
Crosses cemetery in order. A positive 
decision was made and a contractor 
organization has been working on 
the site for two weeks now. All roads 
will be asphalted both in the old and 
new parts of the cemetery. The total 
cost of the works is 15 million rubles."

It should be noted that now the 
roads of Crosses cemetery simply 
cannot be called roads. They are 
just directions... A car can still brave 
them but you have to drive very 
carefully and be sure to have your car 
washed immediately after the visit. 
But pedestrians should not go there 
without rubber boots or else they will 
get trapped in sludge because the 
rain of the previous day would have 
turned the roads into impassable 
bogs. It is needless to mention the 
elderly as it is almost impossible for 
them to get to the graves of their 
relatives along such roads.

"Now the 
works on Crosses 
cemetery are in 
full swing," said 
Nikita Shvetsov, 
a representative 
of Region DorStroy 
JSC, the contractor 
orga ni zation of 
Shchekinoazot that 
is repairing the roads at the cemetery. 
"The soil is being excavated to the 
depth of 40 cm, a road formation 
is being made followed by a base 
of sand and gravel; then it will be 

covered with 7 cm of asphalt concrete 
with half a meter reinforcement of 
the kerbs on each side. The roads will 
be wide and convenient, if two cars 
meet, they will easily pass each other. 
We will also upgrade container sites 
for garbage collection and places 
where drums with water are located. 
The works are being performed using 
heavy machinery: a revolving shovel, 
a backhoe loader, three dump trucks, 
a soil compactor and a road grader. 
We plan to finish the works in the 
second half of September, everything 
is going on according to schedule."

According to Dmitriy Kozhen-
kin, the Deputy General Director for 
Social Issues at Shchekinoazot, the 
company will not limit its activities to 
asphalting the roads.

"Now this cemetery is also 
under our patronage, which means 
that it will be in order," said Dmitriy 
Aleksandrovich. "I believe that such 
 places must be kept tidy. There is 
a lot of work to be done. If we are 
to compare, it is three times the 
amount of work that was done on 
Kochaki. We have one request to the 
residents: please do not forget to visit 
your ancestors' graves, clean them, 
dispose of garbage in designated 
places and do not let it build up..."

Another facility for which 
Shchekinoazot is now 
responsible is branch No. 3 

of Shchekino District hospital in 
Pervomaysky settlement.

The company has long been 
providing corporate assistance to 
this facility. Using the funds provided 
by Shchekinoazot, the linoleum floor 
covering was replaced here, and the 
roof, which constantly leaked and 
caused discomfort to both patients 
and doctors, was repaired. This time 
the company has started glazing 
works: each old wooden window will 
be replaced with a brand new plastic 
one; the cost of works amounts to 
three million rubles.

"The deadline is scheduled for 
August 2019, 70% of work is already 
done," said Dmitriy Kozhenkin, the 
Deputy General Director for Social 
Issues at Shchekinoazot. "The second 
stage will be the replacement of 
utility networks and repairs in wards 
and operating suites."

Igor Safonov, Chief Engineer of 
the Capital Repair and Construction 
Division of the Department of Capital 
Construction at Shchekinoazot:

"Our main task 
now is to replace 
windows. We 
are dismantling 
the old wooden 
ones and we are 
mounting new 
plastic windows 
instead. In total, 
we will replace 
101 windows. We 
are also revamping three entrance 
sections: we are mounting new 

aluminum doors, improving the ramp 
and mending the roof locally as the 
major part of it was repaired in 2018. 
We also plan to repair the roof of the 
extension.

The dangerous balconies will be 
dismantled and new windows will 
be mounted in their place. Old large 
glazings in operating suites will also 
be dismantled and replaced with new 
large windows so that the operating 
suites will be well-lit and beautiful. 
We are pleased that the medical staff 
of the hospital is grateful for our 
work." The medical staff is happy that 
the management of Shchekinoazot 
has paid attention to the problems of 
their medical facility.

German Bogdanchikov, the head 
of branch No. 3 of Shchekino District 
hospital in Pervomaysky settlement:

"The need to 
repair the hospital 
was long overdue, 
so now I have 
the most positive 
feelings. The chief 
physician of our 
hospital turned to 
our city-forming 
enterprise, which 
is renowned 
across Tula Region and Russia, 
Shchekinoazot company, and voiced 
our problem. We had outdated 
glazing, windows, doors, some other 
structures, such as balconies — we 
had to address all that. Our request 
was granted and now the works are 
underway."

"The appearance of a hospital is of 
great importance, this is the prestige 
of a medical institution and patients 
are pleased to come to a hospital 
that looks good. But of course this 
is also a question of the comfort and 
health of our patients.

During repairs, the hospital 
continues to receive patients. 
Another entrance is used and people 
have access to the necessary medical 
care. The repairs are being performed 
without hampering the treatment 
process."

Meanwhile, on July 12, all 
worshipers celebrated a 
holiday, the Feast of the 

Holy Preeminent Apostles Peter and 
Paul. According to church tradition, 
they became holy martyrs on the 
same day, June 29 (July 12).

The solemn service was held 
in Saint Peter and Paul Cathedral. 
Majestic and beautiful, this cathedral 
with a rotunda is known to many 
Tula residents: it is located at 
28 Lenin Street near the garden 
square commemorating those fallen 
in the Afghanistan War. On July 12, 
2019, the festive service was held 
by Alexiy, the Metropolitan of Tula 
and Yefremov. He first blessed the 
congregation and at the end of the 
service headed a Crucession around 
the cathedral. The solemn service 
finished with outdoor tea drinking.

However, the cathedral was not 
always that magnificent and beautiful. 
It was built nearly four hundred years 
ago. Its congregants included the 
family of the writer Vikentiy Veresaev 
and many other famous people of 
the city. The cathedral housed the 

Theotokos of Tikhvin and Our Lady 
of Kazan icons.

After the revolution, the cathedral 
was abandoned for a long time. In 
the 1960s, the premises of the closed 
church were turned to warehouses: 
first, they were used by the Grain 
Procurement Office and later by the 
Rubber Products Plant. For some 
time afterwards the cathedral was 
used as a warehouse for medicines 
by a municipal medical institution. 
To store goods, the rotunda was di-
vided into two floors. To support the 
wood flooring, columns were built 
in place of the altar and iconostasis. 
To lift loads, a winch was installed on 
the second floor. All windows were 
bricked up and covered with boards.

December 2011 saw the 
beginning of comprehensive 
restoration of the cathedral. 

That same year the Cathedral 
in the name of Holy 

Preeminent Apostles Peter and 
Paul was transferred to the 

Tula diocese.

The first service was held here 
on July 12, 2011. The Metropolitan 
Alexiy served a moleben comme-
morating the Saint Apostles Peter 
and Paul and a memorial service for 
the repose of those who died in the 
sinking of the Bulgaria river cruise 
ship. On December 30, 2015, eight 
bells were put on the smaller bell 
gable of the cathedral bell tower. 
The smallest bell weighs 4 kilos while 
the biggest is 460 kilos. On New 
Year's Eve, December 31, 2015, the 
Metropolitan of Tula and Yefremov 
Alexiy served a Divine Liturgy and 
consecrated the cathedral.

The protopriest Sergius 
Kryuchkov, the dean of Saint Peter 
and Paul Cathedral:

"The cathe-
dral has been 
functioning for 
eight years. 
During this time, 
it has changed 
s ign i f i c an t l y. 
The floors were 
earthen, behind 
each window 
there was a little 
room, the interior walls and partitions 
were made of cinder blocks. The 
whole roof leaked, there were no 
upper windows. It was pigeon and 
mouse infested. We restored the 
cathedral with God's help, little by 
little."

Father Sergius accepts 
contributions and help in the 
restoration of the unique cathedral 
from every person and organization 
with great gratitude and speaks about 
Shchekinoazot and its President Boris 
Sokol with particular warmth.

Thanks to the company, extensive 
and very expensive restoration work 
was performed.

"The President of Shchekinoazot, 
Boris Aleksandrovich Sokol, provided 
invaluable assistance, he was active 
and showed initiative. Huge sums were 
invested. But, apart from money, what 
matters is his approach to restoring 
this cathedral. He puts his heart and 
soul in it... The cathedral houses truly 
unique relics. For example, remains of 

Saint Anne, the mother of Virgin Mary, 
or of Saint Romanos the Melodist — 
you can find them very rarely. From 
today our cathedral will permanently 
house them as they were also given 
to us as a gift. Those unique relics will 
provide huge support and spiritual 
consolation to Tula residents and 
guests of our city. Today I heard people 
thanking His Grace for a warm service. 
Our male choir sang beautifully and 
many worshipers sang along. That left 
a very pleasant feeling. There were 
lots of worshipers today, some even 
from other parishes as this is already 
a tradition of Russian people to pay 
visits on Patron Saints' days.

Then people gathered round 
a samovar: our congregants make 
pies, entertain each other and decide 
whose treats are tastier. The samovar, 
which in the Soviet era was called 
a "canteen samovar", can contain 
4 buckets of water. Today we treated 
worshipers to a little tea drinking 
party."

The cathedral will be 
renovated further. The parish 
house was recently handed 
over to the cathedral. After 
restoration, it is planned to 

open an icon-painting school 
and establish a children's choir.

"We visit the cathedral every 
July 12. This is our family 

holiday as our kids' names are 
Peter and Paul. Today's service was 
wonderful and exciting, it even gave 
me goosebumps."

Olga Panova:

"I came 
here today 

with my children, 
Natalya, Katya 
and Sofya. Today 
there are so many 
worshipers in 
this cathedral! 
There are lots of 
guests, everything 
is very solemn 
and beautiful, 
the cathedral 
is decorated 
and people 
feel the festive 
atmosphere."

"I will always go to this 
cathedral as long as I am able. 

I certainly come every Sunday, it is a 
must. And also on holidays, which is 
why I came here today. The service 
was top notch!"

The Deputy General Director for Social  
Issues at Shchekinoazot, Dmitriy Kozhenkin, and a 

representative of the contractor organization,
Nikita Shvetsov, discuss the progress of

road repairs at the Crosses cemetery.

The hospital in the Pervomaysky settlement needed 
repairs.

There are about four kilometers of roads at the 
Crosses cemetery. All of them used to be in a dreadful 
condition.

July 12, 2019, Saint Peter and Paul Cathedral.
The Metropolitan of Tula and Yefremov Alexy

performed a Crucession together with worshipers.

Saint Peter and Paul Cathedral on Lenin Street was 
restored and returned to worshipers.

After the festive service all worshipers were treated to tea from  
a 40-liter samovar, pies and sweets.

Every believer can pray at the shrine with relics of Saint Anna and Saint 
Romanos the Melodist.
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